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FIPST GRADERS' SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED DEFINITIONS
OF READING CrderNo.DA8B429187

BonoY, EvizagetH, Pu D The University of Florda, 1984, 182pp.
Chairperson. Dr Ruthellen Crews

-The purpose of this study was to investigate in detail the
definiions of reading constructed by children in one first-grade
classroom. The researcher assumed a social-interaction perspective
by which definitions of reading were viewed as meanings individuals
assigned to reading as a resulit of their interactions in social conterts.
The study focused on two guiding questions: (1) What ara the
deflnitions of reading constructed by members of the low and high
abuity reading groups in one first-grade classroom? (2) Are there
patterns in children's definitions within and across ability groups?

Qualitative research methods were used to collect and analyze
data. Cbservations were conducted throughout the school day for
150 hours during the first four months of school. These cbservations
tocused on children’'s speech messages about reading, their reading-
related behavior. and their use of reading materials. Formal and
informal interviews were conducted with children in the low and high
reading groups, their teacher. and the children’s kindergarten
teachers. In addition, children’s cumulative school records were
axamined.

Data analysis was an ongoing process which proceeded through
seviaral phasas. The analysis revealed six definitions of reading:

1) Reading is saying words correctly. (2) Rea@ing i$ SChoOIWOrK.
23; Reading is a source of status. (4) Readilng is a way to lealrrlx things.
(5) Reading is a pnvate pleasure. (6) Reaqmg |s.asocnal activity.

Although definitions were not clearly dlfferentlateq py group. low

group children tended to construct thefirst three defmntupqg. and high
group children tended to construct the second three definitions. No
definitions were shared by ail children, and most chuldrgn usedlm_qro
than one definition to guide their reading-related behavior. Definition
construction was found to be the result of an interactive process
between the children and the teacher. Specifically, the variables
which seemed to be related to children's definitions were cognitive
developmental factors, children's entering v:g-.ws of reading. home
experiences with written language, personality factors, and the
context in which the defining process took place. _

The study highlighted the complexity of teaching and learning
processes. The resuits suggested that in order for taachers to provide
sitective reading instruction for all students, they mus} become
sansitive 10 the students’' ways of thinking about reading.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SELF-CONCEPT AND
READING ABILITY IN A SELECTED GROUP OF SECUNDARY
STUDENTS Order Na. DAB503150

Ciamk, Rosa VELma. Eo D. East Texas State University, 1384, 90pp.
Adviser: Robert G Munday

Purpose of the Study The major purpose of thig study was to
determine the relationship between self-concept and reading ability in
a selected group of ninth-, eleventh-., and twelfth.grade students, as
measured by the Tennessees Self-Concept Scale and the Nelson-
Denny Reading Test. Also of concern was this relationship compared
according to the variables of gender and ethnicity.

Procedure. To obtain data for this study, the two instruments were
administered to a selected group of 215 secondary students during
the Fail Semester, 1983-1984 in three different schools. Scores wers
tabuiated manually and recorded on a composite table showing ail
data related to self-concept and reading ability, The raw data were
analyzed by the East Texas State University Computer Center.
Pearson produtts moment correlation coefficients and at-test for
significance were applied to test the hypotheses, The .05 level of
significance was used as the point of rejection tor the null
hypotheses.

Findings. In order to analyze the degree of relationship between
saf-concept and reading ability. six hypotheses were stated. Each of
these hypotheses was analyzed to determine whether ornot a
significant relationship existed between seif-concept and reading
ability in a selected group of secondary students. When the
hypotheses were tested through the application of the Pearson
product moment ¢~ relation coefficients and the {-test tor
significance was cu 1 uted. and data revealed that the six hypotheses
relating to the relationship between seill-.con~ept and reading ahiiity
w~as greater than the 05 level of significance Therefore, the six
hypotheses were rejected

PERSON PERCEPTION IN THE CLASSROOM: STUDENTS'
PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR READING-GROUPS AND PEERS
WITHIN THESE GROUPS OrderNo. DAB423121

Curtis, CAROLYN G.. PH.D. f vrdham University 1984 2890p
Mentor: (3ita Kedar-Voivod: ,

The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of
chidren’s age. sex, reading ability group and sex of the perceived
peer upon perceptions of reading group neers. xnowledge
concerning policies related 1o group formation and change; and
evaluations of reading group. This study i1s theoreticaily based on
models of person perception (for example, Livesiey & Bromiey. 1973;
Peevers & Secord, 1973) and social cognition (Fiske. 1980).

The following research questions were exploied. (1) Does age,
sex, reading ability group, and sex of the perceived peer afiect
number of units produced and category usage? (2) Does age. sex.
and reading ability group atfect: (a) knowledge concerning policres
related to group formation and change? (b) degree of liking for group
and degree of satistaction with group placement? and (€) number of
positive, negative and neutral statements.

The sample population consisted of 54 children randomly selected
trom grades 1. 3and §in an elementary s=hocol m Western
Connecticut. The final population was evenly divided by grade. sex
and reading ability group.

Three instruments were developed by the investigator for thig

study: (1) Peer Perception Interview. {o measure perceptions ot
peers within reading groups. (2) Knowiledge interview, to measure
knowledge of policies governing reading group formation and
change. (3) Evaluation Interview, 10 measure evaluations of reading
group.
_ Analyses of variance were computed to test for groip differences
m mean number of units produced. Chi-square 1ests were computed
1o test for group differences in category usage. Significance was set
at .05 by the investigator. '

For number cf units produced. significant ditferences were found
between sge groups, no significant differences were found between
sex, reading abiiity groups, and sex of perceived peer. For category
usage, significant differences were found between sex. age, reading
ability group, and sex of perceived peer: significance ditfferances were
also found in category usage for both Knowledge and Evaluation
interviews.

The major conclusion wes that age, sex, readmng ability group. and
sex of perceived peer influenced perceptions of reading group peers,
knowledge of grouping policies. and evaluations of reading 9roup.

RELATIONSHIP OF ASPECTS OF A PARENT INVOLVEMENT
PROGRAM WITH THE MASTERY OF SELECTED READING
COMFREHENSION SKILLS AMONG A GROUP OF SEVENTH
GRADE STUDENTS Order No. DA8502786

DanrneLL, CHARLOTTE CONSTANCE HoLT, PH.D. The University of
Michigan, 1984, 134pp. Chairman: William L. Cash, Jr.

The purpose of this study was to determine whather seventh grade
students' reading scores, which indicated their knowledge of reading
comprehension skills, would be influenced by their parents’
participation in a parent involvement program. The question which
dictated the design of the study asked if a ditference existed between
the reading scores received by students whose parents participated
in a parent involvement program and similar scores received by
anothér group of students whose parents did not participate in such a
program for parents when all studenis were measured and compared
on the reading portion of the 18739.80 Michigan Educational
Assessment Program.

The focus of this study was on forty seven, seventh grade, Article
Il students enrolied at two middie schools in the Northwest section of
Detroit. The experimental design empioyed involved a before and
after comparison, within and between, an experimental and a control
group of students. Whereas parents of students in the experimental
group were exposed to the Parents Assisting in Reading (PAR)
component of the ESAA Basic Middle School Home Curriculum
Program, the parents of students in the control group were not
exposed to the parent involvement program.

The Michigan Educational Assessment Program’s reading
instrument was administered to the students in both the experimental
and control groups, on a pre and post treatment bas.a. While pretest




-

data was gathered from student records that contained th.e resuits of
students’ performance on the seventh grade MEAP administered in
November 1978, posttest data was obtained from the resuits of
students’ performance on an aiternative form of the same test
administered in April of 1980,

Since the major research question addressed the comparison of
dfferences between randpmly selected experimental and control
groups with less than thirty members in @ach group, the Student T.
test within the computer software program of the Michigan Interactive
Data analysis System (MIDAS) was applied to the data in ord® to {est
for the significance of the difference between group means in each of
the twenty-one hypotheses tested. After this procedure was
impiemanted, the results indicated that at the .05 level, there was "no
sgnificant difference" between exparimental and control group
means in any of the twenty.ona hypotheses tested. The nul}
hypothesis was accepted in all instances.

Finally, the researcher coricedes that no one program offers a
panacea. Yet. as educators, we must continue to expiore all
possibilities. Aithough this study is not the solution, the program
represented a valiant attempt by the Datroit Public Schools to improve
reading skills among middie schoal students.

PERCEIVED LEADERSHIP BEHAVIORS AND NEMOGRAPHIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF PRINCIPALS AS THEY RELATE TO
STUDENT READING ACHIEVEMENT IN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS OrderNo. DAB427958

EowARDS. PAUL |, Jr., Eo D. University of South Florida, 1984,
169pp. Major Professor: Dr. W. Benjamin

The purpose of this study was to examine the remionship be}w_een
the perceived leadership behaviors and demographic characteristics
of principals and the reading achievement levels of stgdents in
eilementary schoals. The study was desig ned tc examine spec:ﬁ'c
principal behaviors which distinguished prinCipals of schools 'Wlth
more effective reading programs from principals of schools with less
ofiective reading programs.

Forty sChools were s2lected 12 composs the final sampie and were
among the 20 highest and 20 lowest scoring schools on the CTBS
Achievement Test given in the Spring of 1983 in Hillsborough County,
Florida. Schools were stratified and matched relative to reading
aptitude scores and the socioecuinamic status of the gerieral school
population.

A questionnaire applicable to the focus of the study was seiected
for use in data gathering. The 40 principals and 186 teachers
participating in the study responded to 29 items on a 6-point bipolar
numerical scale, rating the involvement of teachers, students and
parents with the principal in reading program behaviors.
Demographic information was collected ori a second questionnaire.

The daia from this study support the hypothesis that a relationship
does exist between the principal’s leadership behavior relative to the
school reading program and the reading achievement levels of
students within that program.

The findings suggested that teachers in schools with more
effective reading programs perceived their principals as being highly
visible and involived with teachers, students and parents, The
teachers 1n schools with less effective reading programs perceived
their principals as significantly less involved.

Principal demographic characteristics examired in this study did
not relate to school effectiveness. The homogeneity of characteristics
required of principals within the sample could have alfected this
result.

Specific behaviors which differentiated principal groups were
identiied 1n the study and indicated that the principals of schools with
more effactive reading programs were more eftective in the areas of
personnel management, public relations and in assuming the ultimate
responsibiity of instructional leadership within the schodol.

EFFECTS OF RETENTION ON READING ACHIEVEMENT
AMONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
Order No. DAB50Q37S

GiLaenT, SHIRL EDWARD, 1|, Pn.D. Purdue University, 1984, 212pp.
Wio: Professor: Everett W. Nicholson

This study sought to determine if retention was a viable and
educationally sound intervention strategy for improving reading
achiavement. Seventeen hundrad and eighty-two (1782) subjects
were selected from grades 4 through 8 for the study. The subjects
were assigned to one of three treatment groups--ratained, socially
promoted, or academically promoted.

The data for this study consisted of the /owa Tests of Basic Skills
(Forms 7 and 8) pre- and posttest comprehensive reading scores for
each student involved in the sample. A3 x § x 2 x § Factonial Analysis
of Covariance design, utilizing the Biomedical Prograrn BMDP2V and
ANQVA, was used to determine if significant differences existed w
adjusted mean scores of tha three treatment groups, over the five
years, between the sexes, and over the five grades. Tha covariate in
every instance was the pretest scora for that particular year which
was statistically removed to provide miore valid comparisons.

The find.ngs of this research indicated that: (1) little difference
existed between the reading achievement of students socially
promoted and thosa retained; (2) grade was always significant;

(3) sex of the subjects was not a significant variabie; (4) the year in
which tha test was given did maks a difference; (5) sex by treatment
interactions were not significant, and (6) grade by treatment and ysar
by treatment interactions were not significant for the individual years,
but showed mixetJ results for the combined five years of the study.

These results suggest that social promotion is no more valuable
than retention in improving reading achievement and that the
usefulness of relention, as a group intervention strategy, is
questionable for improving the reading achievement of poor urban
black youngsters. Many factors outside the parameters of this study
influenced its inconclusive results as well as accounted for practical
axperience that indicates retention is effectivelfor improving the
reading ac hisvement of some students on an ingdividual basis.

—

THE EFFZCTS OF TWO COUNSELING MODELS, VALUES
CLARIFICATION AND COGMITIVE BEHAVIOR
MODIFICCATION, ON READING IMPROVEMENT AND SELF
CONCEPT OrderNo. DAB424844
GiLLisPiE, LiNpa AnN, E.D. University of the Pacific, 1983. 140pp.

The purpose of this study was to determine the efectiveness f two
counseling models, values clarification and cognitive behavior
moditication on the improvement of reading skille and the
enhancement of self-concept. The subjects were 137 tenth prade
studerts at a central Calitornia high school.

Two experimental groups and one control group with
approximately 25 students each were pre. and posttested with 2
Nelson Reading Test, Form A and B, and a semantic differential. One
experimental group received values clarification training, the other
cognitive behavior modification training. The study was replicated
once: for valioiiy.

it was hypothesized that both experimental groups would show
significant mean gains in reading on the Nelson Reading Test and
alsc: on each of the concepts of the semantic differential, as
cormpared with each other and with the controf group. It was also
hypothesized that males and females would have equal mean gaing in
treatment effects.

The data was analyzed using the Statistical Package tor the Social
Sciences (SPSS). Analysis of covariance was used to analyze the
results with an explication of the comparisons between groups where
the semantic ditferential was used. Fisher's LSD Multiple Comparison
Test was used with the Neison Reading Test where statistical
significance was indicated from the analysis of covariance. The alpha
level was set at .05,

The findings revealed that on the semantic ditferential, neither
cognitive behavior modification nor values clarification showed
significant gains. There were no significant findings in gender
diferences. There was a signiticant finding with the results for the
experimental groups for values clarification Both groups showed a
gain of approximately one grade level on the Neison Reading Test
between pre.- and posttest.




THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRESCHOOL ATTENDANCE,
READING ACHIEVEMENT, AND PUPIL BEMAVIOR
OrderNo. DAB425689

Givens, Roaent EuGene, E£0.0. Pepperdine University, 1984. 80pp.
Chairperson: Cara Garcia

Statement of the Problem. This study was designed to determine
what relationships exist between the reading achievement and
behavior of first, second, and third grades hased on preschool v. no
preachoo! attendance and sex.

Pracedure. A sample of ninety first, second and third graders was
selacted from the twenty-three elementary schools of Compton
District. The reading scores of tha subjects based on the Caifornia
Achievemant Test, Form C! were oblained and a the teachers of theas

students rated pupil behavior « ~ing the Pupil Behavior Rating Scale.2
For each grade level 7 mean score was obtained. A two-way ANOVA
was computed for each grade level and a level of .05 was utilized ic
test hypotheses. 4

Resuits. Two main hypotheses with five sub-hypotheses were
tested. The resuits may be summarized as follows: (1) Students who
attended preschool scored significantly higher inreading -
achievemant aLross grades one, two, and three than did studernts who
had not attended preschool. (1.1) There was no significant ditference
in reading achievement between the aexes. (1 2) There was
singificant interaction between preschool and sex in ihye reading
achievement of students. (2.0) There was a significant ditference
between the behavior of students in grade two who had attended
preschool and those who had not, but not between the behavior of
students in grades one and thres who had attanded preschool and
those who had not. (2.1) There was a significant difference between
the behavior of girls and boys for grade two. (2.2) There was not a
significant interaction between preschool and sex as related to
behavior.

Conclusion. There is a strong indication, thorefore, that pre- .
school attendance for Black students such as those in this study
ma&y have a causal relationship with reading and behavior in primary
grades. |t was recommended that these variables should be studied
in axperimertal design.

1Caitornia Achieverment Tasts Farm C and D: Technical Bulletin 1
SMonterey. Ca.. CTB/McGraw Hill, 1978.)

Nadine M. Lambert, Carolyn S. Hartezough, and Ell M. Bower, Pupd
Behavior Rating Scale: Administration and Use Manual (Monetrey,
Ca.. CTB/McGraw-Hill, 1979.)

A STUDY OF THE DIFFERENCES IN OBSERVABLE
CHARACTERISTICS OF LEARNED HELPLESSNESS
DEMCNSTRATED ON A READING TASK BY
UNDERACHIEVING AND ACHIEVING FOURTH~, FIFTH. AND
SIXTH-GRADE BOYS OF LOW AND HIGH SOCIQ-ECONOMIC
STATUS Order No. DA8S0Q0579

GaTzMxCHER, HaL LAWRENCE, Pu.D. University of Missour! - Golumbie,
1584. 112pp. Supervisor: Verales B. Hardin

Purposes. The purposes of this study were: (1) to determine
whether reading achievers and reading underachiavers demonstrated
adifference in the number of observable characteristics of learmed
helpleasness, (2) to determine whether low socio-economirs status
boys and high socio-economic status boys demonstrated a difference
in the numbaer of observable characteristics of learned helplessness,
{3) to determine whether a significant interaction existed between
soclo-economic status and reading achievement.

Vethodology. Thirty.four male subjects were salected for this
investigation and grouped according to reading achievement and

30CI0-8CONOMIC status. The subjects represented a i
founh-‘. fith- and sixth-grade pupiis from a mid-Mis.s%?:tptl:‘ot:;::ﬂty
Tfanned observers collectad data during requiarly seheduled .
;eadmg cllasses. Groups of two or three students wera observed three
liines dqrmg A4 one week period for approximately 25 minutas sach
time. Using the Learned Helplassness Observational Scalo which wag
dcvelopeq b_y the researcher, the cbservars recorded beha'vior:
characteristic of learned heiplessness exnibited by each student
mRosulrs. A two-way analysis of variance revealed no signiﬁcar;t
diterances in observable characteristics of learned helplessness
bgtwm achievers gnd underachievers, between boys of low and
high socio-eca_nnomnc status or in the interaction of achievement and
soc:o-ocononyc satus. However. trends in the mean acores indicated
that underachievers may demonatrate more behaviors indicative of
'sarned helpiess than achievers and that iow socio-economic status
boys may demonstrata mora behaviors indicative of learned
h"‘m thar; ?;?h sgcio-economic status hoys.
anciusions. Aithough not statistically significan ievi
boys in grades four, five and six exhibit rri/oreg be::vigr:ri’gg{::t?\::vt;fng
:eampd helplessnass thar} achieving boys in grades four, five, and six
‘n spite of & lack of statistical significance, boys in grades four five .
and Six of low socic-economic status exhibit more vehaviorg '
w;dscatrye of Icgrw heipiessness than boys in grades tour, five and
six ot high 30Ci0-acoromic status. When otserving boys in.gndes
four, ﬂvo_ and six, reading achivvarnent is unrelated to the socio-
sconomic atatus of the individual being otserved.

~

THE EFFECTS OF LIERARY SKILL INSTRUCTION ON THE
ACADEMIC ACHIE\'EMENT, KNOWLEDGE OF LIBRARY
SKIL.LS, AND ATTITUDES TOWARD READING OF SIXTH
GRADE STUDENTS Order No. DA8502654

Kl;;;. Ramona NoLew, Pu.D. Texas Woman's University, 1884,
11 .

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to compare academic
achisvement, knowledge of library skills, and attitudes toward reading
of sixth grade students who participated in an instructional library
program to those who did not participate in an instructional library
progrum,

Procedures. The study employed a randomized control-group
posttest only d_sign. The sample consisted of 410 sixth grade
students from five elementary schools with instructional library
programs who served as the experimental group and 330 sixth grade
students from five elementary schools without instructional library
programs who served as the control group in one Texas school
district. The instructional program, based on the district's Library
Curriculum Guide, was experienced by the experimental group and
not by the control group. The California Achievement Tests (CAT),
Obhio School Library/Media Test, and Estes Reading Attitude Scale,
meagured academic achievement, knowledge of library skills, and
attitudes toward reading, respectively. Three-factor analysis of
varance of the Cat, the Ohio, and the Estes was performed for effects
due to treatment, gender, reading ability level, and all possibie
interactions of the main effects.

Results. No significant differences were found in mean scores
between the experimental and the control group in academic
achievement (experimental group equaled 7.83 and the control group
equaled 7.89), in knowledge of libraty skills (experimental group
equaled 31.67 and control group equaled 30:99), and in attitudes
toward reading (experimental group equaled 18.54 and control group
equaled 17.98). Significant differences were found in the following
cases: (1) In academic achievement, knowledge of library skills, and
attitudes toward reading. (a) girls scored significantly higher than
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boys, and (b) studentsin the high, midoie, and low reading ability
groups attained significantly different mean acores. (2) In knowledge
of library skille, students in the experimental high ability reading group
scored significantly higher than those students in the control high
ability r@ading group. Students in the axperimenial middie ability
mading group scored significantly lower than those studerits in the
control middie ability reading group. No significant differances
occurred between the experimental and control low ability reading

group.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF SELECTED HOME ENVIRONMENTAL -
FACTORS TO THE READING ACHIEVEMENT OF SCHOOL
AGED CHILDREN Order No. DAB423125

Lew, CanoL Suk, PH.D. Forgham University, 1984. 165pp. Mentor:
Rosa Hagin

Five home environmental variables were studied in relation to the
reading achievement of 27 average readers and 27 superior readers.
Parants of second, third, and fourth grade children, who attend tour
schoois in a.suburban school district, were interviewed in their homes
o gather information on langusge interaction in the home; parental
assistance with reading skills, parental mcdeling of reading
behaviors; parental structuring of time, materials, and experiences,
and parenta!l involvement in school raiated issues. The two groups of
readers, who ware drawn from predominantly white, middle class
tamilies, were matched on school, grade, and 1Q.

The data collected trom the‘.\om Environmentai Process
Interview Schedule were subjected 1o a factor analysis which reveaied
five factars similar to the factors proposed. The factor scores were
than analyzed by a discriminant function analysis which revealed
significant differencas between the groups on Modeling, Language
interaction, Structuring. and Parental Assistance. The amount of
Parental Involvement in s¢hool issues did not differentiate the groups,
aithough the nature of parental involvement varied within the sample.

Modeling (which contributed most to the ditterence bet\yeen the
groups) Language Interaction, and Structuring had a positive
relationship to reading achievement. Parents of superior readers read
more themseives, provided more books and otner reading matem!s.
and engaged in more educational and language activities with their
children. Superior readers were more likely to talk in depth about their
concarns, to read more in their leisure time, and to watch less TV than
average readers.

Paranta! Assistance was inversely related to reading achievement,
with average readers receiving more assistance than superior
readers. Average readers may have been in greater need of
assistance and may have asked for help more otten from parents.
Another explanation of this resuit is that the reading relatianship
between average readers and their parents was characterized by
fewer positive experiences related to reading and more pressure 1o
develop reading skills These children may have viewed reading as 8
chore for which there was little reward.

implications of the resuits for understanding the reading process
and for early childhood education were discussed. Recommendations
for future research are offered.

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF READING HABITS AND ¢
ABILITIES OF STUDENTS IN SELECTZD ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS IN NORTH LOUISIANA WITH AND WITHOUT
CENTRALIZED LIBRARIES OrderNo. DAB423876

Lowa, Jov Lamment, PH.D. North Texas State University, 1984, 174pp.

The problem addressad by this investigation it whether the
provision of centralized school library services is related to the
reading habits and reading abilities of elementary school chikiren. in
considering this problem, & survey approach was utilized which
entailed the examination of standardized reading achisvement test
scores, student reading records, and parent. teacher, and studert
questionnaire responses. The study was conducted during the 1981.
1882 schooi year. The subjects of the study included 783 students in
se!f-contained third, fourth, and fith grade ciassrooms in four

sclecte_d achpoh in Lincoin Parigh, Lovisiana, T
cen};‘llgad libraries, and two did not. -
@ Investigator-designed data gathering i }
_ g instiruments
::;e;!;zdl:\v:rl:memar::;hool comparabie to those inclu;:t'?nﬂ:':g
review Y an informai panei of protessors

;l;.r:ent:ry eduqahon from two Louisiaria universities. The S?:'ience

arch Associates (SRA) stang_ardized reading achievement test

wt of the schools had

. reading comprehension
3Core, a readin ,
student, @ vocabulary score. and a total reading score for sach

An initial analysis of the data (aj
/ t ailed to reveal a relationshi
betwee'n the reading abilities of students and the provisigihg
::r:;rahzed school library services: howe
udent  ere separately anaiyzedl a positive reiati i
‘ , elationshi
With reg..«d to reading behavior, the students in schools ev:h“ found.
f::""'.lea labfarnu were found to read more books on the average
hr;:tudgnts in sch.ools yithout centralized libraries. Students in
schools with centralized libraries aiso read more books for schoos

Further investigations are recos i
_ ‘ are ( nmended with other sub
g::ther settings to determmg it similar findings may be obtm .ggm
cre :;?zgt.:?dna.l ::? hl::gnqd;‘nal designs would appear to be dm.irable
't . e might incorporate additional c
var:ablqs. such as _the accreditation status of schools .rc:; tt;'?ol
professional qualifications of library personnel.

COMPARISON OF DIRECT INSTRUCTION AND LEARNING
STYLE INSTRUCTION ON READING ACHIEVEMENT AND
ATTITUDES OF THIRD GRADERS WITH IDENTIFIED
LEARNING STYLE PREFERENCES Order No. DAB4 19067

- MangoLius, Francing Rockwoop, Ep.D. University of Sou*h Carolina,

19684. 98pp.

In this study, the investigator explored the ditferences in reading
&chievement and attitudes of thirty-three children when instruction
was delivered first by direct instruction and second in keeping with
_loumnq style preferences. During Time 1, the affects of direct
mstruction on reading achisvement and affective attitudes of children
with dittering learning style preferences were examined. Data were
&alyzed using both the one way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and
the Kruskal-Wallis Test procedures. No statistically significant
differences ware fouind,

puring Time 2, relatively homogeneous groups for reading
achisvement were formed. A compaison of the effects of direct
inftruction and learning atyle instruction on reading achievement and
aftective attitudes of children with identified learning style
preferences was made. Data were analyzed using pooled t-tests and
the Kruskal-Wallis test procedures. No statistically significant
driferences were found. Influences and trends i the overall findings
were noted. and are discussed.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE COGNITIVE STYLE PAIR OF
RISK TAKING AND CAUTIOUSNESS TO THE QUALITY OF
ORAL READING MISCUES Order No. DAB426279
Manxs, NaNCY LouISE, PH.D. Case Western Reserve University, 1964,
157pp.

The purpose A this study was to measure the relationship of 8 fitth
grade reader's | :vel of cognitive risk taking or cautiousness to the
percent of error correction, the sound similarily of the observed
response Or miscue 10 that of the expecied responss, and_ the
resultant 'evei of meaning change of miscues in oral reading. The

Reading Miscue Inventury Manual developed by Y'. Goog!man and o}
Burke was used 10 anaiyze the quality of oral reading miscuas using a

10
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psycholinguistic assessment. Risk taking was defined operationally in |
lerms of the scores nbtained on three decision-making instruments:
Draw-a-Circle, Ciues and Ring Toss whera the subject was free 1o
choose the degree of risk under which he‘or she would operate.

The sample consisted of 72 white fifth graders. 28 males and 43
females, from two very sirmilar suburban public school systems with
average to above-average socio-economic status. Those selected had
8n |Q score between 85 and 115 and were reading within six months
in either direction of grade level.

This study was based on the foliowing rationale: Previous research
cited had demonstrated a relationship bajween cognitive style and ‘
reading achievement. The psycholinguistic modei of reading points to
the importance of risk taking in relation to cue selection, hypothesis
testing, and gaining meaning from print. Since reading miscues may
represent the cues areader selected to attend to as he decodes
printed material, a predisposition 1o a more risky or cautious cognitive
style may atfect this cue selection.

A significant Peason product-moment correlation coefficient at the
.05 leve! was found for percent of errors corrected and the scores
obtained on Ring Toss for Schoo! District 2. A significant relationship
was also found for degree of sound similarity of oral reading errors to
the expected response and scores on Ring Toss for males. Both
findings were not in the expected direciion. Since this study was
exploratory. results appear inconclusive and ‘urther research is
needed hefore the nature of the relationship between risk taking and
oral reading miscues can Be defined Further research is particularly
recommended in the development of risk taking mstruments which
can validly measure the risk taking dimension as a cognitive style.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT GROWTH IN READING
AND MATHEMATICS DURING THE SUMMER

OrderNo.DAB503437
MCLAUGHLIN, MarigTTa N, PH.D. The University of Nebraska - Lincoin,
1984. 135pp. Adviser: F. William Sesow

This thesis is composed of a study which includes an examination
oi student achievement changes in mathematics and reading during
the summer vacation from school. the types of activities students
participate in during the summer, and the hypothesized relationships
between summer activities. demographic factors and sfudent
achievement changes.

Three of the hypotheses postulated no significant changes in
reading and mathematics achiavement test scores from spring to faf
testing, and no significant ditference between reading and
mathematics test score changaes from spring to fall. The relationships
between socioeconomic statys and family status and achievement
were examined. The relationships between selecied summer activities
and achievement score changes were analyzed

The reading and mathematics sections of the SRA Achievement
Series. forms D or €, were admin.stered to the third and fourth grade
students in four elementcory schools in a mid-sized Midwestern school
district in the spring and fall of 1983. A survey of summar activities
was ad ministered to the parents of the students in the fail of 1983.
Spring and fall achievement test results and surveys were available
tor approximately 200 students. The data was analyzed using T-test
and ANOVA statistical techniques, as appropriate.

it was concluded that mathematics achievement scores declined
sigrificantly during the summer. Reading achievement scores showed
a significant increase during the summaer. A statistically significart
difterence existed between the direction of changes in mathematics
scores and the direction of the changes in reading scores.
Socioeconomic status and family factors were no: significant factors.

Few summer activitiea were found to be related 1o achievement
changes during th.e summer. Playing school, one of the few activitins
in which children might practice mathematics skills during the
summer was found to be significantly refated to mathematics
achievement. Time spent reading appeared to be related to reading
achievemeant. Television viewing, although not statistically significant,
seemed 1o have a trivial negative relationship with mathematics
achievement, and a rivial positive relationship with reading
achievement.

The finaings indicate the range of student achievernent levels in
reading and mathematics when school opens in the fall. The
traditional fall review o' maihematicy skills appears to be supportad,
while 8 review of resc’ ..g skills may ot be warranteckfor the majority
of students.

RELATIONSHIPS AMONG SEVENTH GRADERS' VISUAL AND
VERBAL IMAGERY, ERROR DETECT!ON, AND READING
COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE IN NARRATIVE TEXTS

OrderNo. DAB4195238
NEUDER, ROSILYN MADELINE, PH D University of Maryland, 1983.
190pp. Supervisor: Dr. John Eliot ) -

One hundred and ninety-six seventh-grade students representing
different degrees of visual and verbal ime?gery based on thztlndividual

Differences Questionnaire were the initial sample for this study. Sixty
of these subjects were selected as the subsample on the basis of
e_xtrerlwe ts'cmescu;:sed to identity four grou.s of combined lavets of
visuaiization and verbglization: High-High, High- \ .

Low-Low. ' e onLow. Lgw High. and

Three tasus were administered: (1) Paivio's individual Differences
Questuonnaire. (2) multiple error detection of text-template
Inconsistengies for two original narratives, and (3) rezding
comprehension using multiple-Bhoice text- and reader-based
questions for each of the original narratives. '
~ The deperdant variables in this study were: naadirected probes.
INConsistent items, non-directed probes-consistent items, directed
probes, and reading comprehension. Two-way ANOVA's were used to
test visual-verbal imagery differences and error detection using non- -
directed probes. Three-way ANOVA's with repeated measures werg
used to assess visual-verbal imagery and error d2tection (item
placement at two levels) using directed probes, and visual-verbal
imagery and question types (text- and reader-based questions) using
reading’comprehension. Tests of correlat'ons and tests of differences
were used to measure the strength and firection of the relationships
between error detection and reading comprehension.

Results showed significant ditferences between high and low
levels of visualization and verbalization in most tests for error
d_etection. Planned pairwise comparisons were supported for non- -
d_lrected probes (inconsistent items) bet'ween combined levels of
visualization and verbalization. Analysis further indicated visu aliization
was an important factor in error detection and reading
comprehension. Correlational tests on data were significant for ning
out of ten correlations. The inconsistent variables ard the consistent
vanaoles detected with directed probes were predicted and found to
be positively correlated with text- and reader-based comprehension
questiona; whereas, the non.directed consistent variahle wis
expected and found 1o be negatively correlated with text- and render-

besed comprehension questions. Teaty of diff
orences between the
correiations for text- and reader-based ¢ hersion werg
significant for ali five tests. omere e
Approximately eighty percent of all research hypotheses in this

study were supported. Limitations and directi ,
ae provided. irections for future research

DEVELOPMENTAL DIFFERENCES IN HEMISPHERIC
INTEGRATION FOR SEMANTIC AND PHONOLOGIC
PROCZISSING AND PIAGETIAN STAGES FOR NORMAL AND
DISABLED READERS Order No.DA8500194
NoOVELLO, ALiCE MaRiE, Pu.D. St. Jonn's University, 1984. 104pp.

. Recgnt research has damonstrated language processing
difficulties and a specific deficit i the grapheme to phoneme
conversion for poor readers. Oi: the other hand, evidence exists in
suppon of a maturational iag underlying reading retardation in
children. All behavior results from the integrated functioning of both
hcm;spheres. There is evidence for a maturational trend in
interhemispheric integration in information processing and congnitive
devslopment. The question raised by this study was whather there
would be & developmental change in this grapheme to phoneme
conversion deficit.

The purpose of thi study was to examine the age cha
12, and 15 year old nc ‘mal and disabled readers or? semarr:‘t}i?af:c; :
thymae tasks. In acdilk n, cognitive development was examined by
means of Piagatian ta: ks.

The results of this s udy force a reexamination of the concepts of
lag and deficit. Too frequently they are treatec as monolithic and thes
study shpws clew iy that they are specific to specific tasks. The data
concerning intarhemispheric Integration. as measured by the ability to -
deal with the sffects of lateralizad presantation, indicated that there
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ware no differences between good and poor readers and both
progressed at the same rate. With respect to dealing with a verbal
tasx. 1t was found that poor ragders were significantly siower than
good readers but by age 18, could do the task as accuralsly as the
good readers. With rdgpact to Piaget, there was avidence of a ciassic
maturational lag. Although the poor readeis wara inferior to the goza
readers at all ages both nrograsscd at the time rate.

The results of this study make it clear that tha teoreticz
structures underlying the lag and deficit controversy riust be
examined more carefuilty and that, when talking ahout lags and
deficits. terms baing'used must be defined inarg clearly.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN READINNG AND ITS EFFECT ON
READING ATTITUDES, INTERESTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
SELECTED STUDENTS OrderNo.DA8418990

|
O'MaHONEY, THOMAS KEVIN, PH.D. The Ohio Stata University, 1984.
139pp. Adviser: Professar James Kerber

The problem undei investiation was to involve parents and
students in specific reading retated activities contained within tha
internationa! Readjng Olympic Games (IROG) and then determine
parental affect upon student attitudes, interests and achievements in
reading. '

The experimental sample was drawn from a population of 153 boys
and girls enrolled in grades four and five in a public elementary
schoal in a |1aryge urban school district in the midwestern United
States. Control subjects were drawn from a population of 148 boys
and girlsin a similar elementary schoo! within the same school -
district.

A Solormon Four-Group design was employed to cuntrol for pretest
effects. Forty-eight subjects were selected from each group to further
control for student race, sex and SES. One half of the subjects from
each group were pretested for reading attitudes, reading interests,
use of personal time ard telavision viewing habits. The IROG was
then administered to the experimental group over a thres week
period. All subjects in both groups wers then pasttested for reading
attitudes, reading interests, use of persanal time, television viewing
habits. and reading comprehension. All parents were then surveyed
for their involvement in their children's reading. ,

Analysis of variance and ¢o-variance, as well as means and
standard deviations were taken to determine differences bstweesn the
two groups. The study results indiccte that no differences existed
between the two groups prior to-the IROG treatment. Posttest resuits,
however, indicated significant gains for the experimental group with
regard to student reading attituces and achievements, use of
personal time and television viewing habits. No significant posttest
difference was noted with regard to student seading interests.

The results of the study suggest that activities such as the IROG,
caninfluence student reading attitudes and achievements. Also
student use of personal time and televisign viewing habits can be
positively affected by activities sucH as the IROG.

A COMPARISON OF NORMAL AND DISABLED READERS IN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON INTELLECTUAL, SELF-ESTEEM,
AND ANXIETY FACTORS OrderNo.DAB504631

P, Grace Funa, PH.D. University of Georgia, 1984. 125pp. Director:
Bert O. Richmond

This study examined the variables of intellectual factors of
dsabled and normal readers to determine if disabled readers wers
inefficient in acquifing necessary reading skills rather than lacking in
the cognitive competence for their successtul performance.
Additionally, variables of affective domains were examined to
investigate the social/psychological aspects of reading. Eighty
subjects of seven to eight years of agye participated in this study. They
were evenly divided by sex and level into four groups. Subjects took
the Gates-MacGinite Reading Test, Wechsler intelligence Scale for

Children Favised, California Achievement Test.Form C, Level 12 and
Level 13, Coopersmith Self-Estee ‘nventory, and Revised Children's
Mziifest Anxiety Scale.

A2 x 2 (vex x level) analysis of variance yielded significant main
eﬂecp for the variables of intellectual factors. seif-asteem, anxiety,
and lis scores between disabled and normal reagers, Howevar, except
for anxiety and lie there were no significant interaction.effects of the
szme variables due to the two groups' biological sex differences. Both
disabled and norm: | readers showed a significant relationship
between reading achievement and variables of some affective factors.
Amqng thess most interesting findings was » significant negative
relationship betwaen anxiety level and reading achievement for
disabled readers and & significant positive relationship batwaen seN.
*sieem and reasiig achisvamant for normal readers.

COGNITIVE STRATEGIES'AND INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN
BEGINNING "READING ACHIEVEMENT Order No. DAB503697

Pompen, TEARY L., Fr.D. Bryn Mawr Collsge, 1984. 104pp.

This atudy was designed to investigate the relationship between
analytic and orgar.izational skills and reading achievement among
beginning learners. Chikdren in two first-grade claserooms were
sdministered reading and intelligence measures and were tested on
four experimental tasks designed to tap individual differences in the
use of analytic and organizational strategies. Good readers (Superior
and Grade-level) rerformed significantly better than poor readers
(Primer and Pre.-primer levels) on three of the tour experimental tasks,
Good readers scanned visual stimuli more systematically, described
visual configurations more completely and more accurately, and
recalied configurational and sequential stimuli better than did
subjects reading below grade-level. Good and poc, reading groups -
did not differ significantly in their ability to analyze and relate & story
expressed in a tour-part pictoria! ¢ squence. The same pattern of
results was obtained when the effect of IQ on reading scores was
controlled.

Task maripulations and protocol analyses indicated that while the
Good readers were highly consistent in their tendency to analyze and
to report on visual stimuli in a complete and accurate manner,
readers' verbal responses were generally inaccurete &nd in¢
The very poorest readers (Pre-primer level) demonstrated a particular
difficulty with the recall of sequentially-ordered stimuli. This group
detected and used the pattern inherent in the stimulus items
significantly less often than did the students in the higher level
reading groups. As in their reading of unknown words, students in thia
group showed a tendency 1o respond globally. failing to analyze
stimuli thoroughly and failing to pick up higher order relationsheps
among parts.

This tinding of a sub:stantiai relationship between analytic skills
and reading achievement provides support for the inefficient 'aarner

hypotnesis and suggests (nat INGIVIOUdl Uisrences in e use of
analytic strategies be considered in the assessmaent of children
experiencing learning problems. This study demonstrated that use of
a measure whic h requires the active processing of sequentialty-
orderert stimuli can successfully differentiate among readers
achieving at four different reading levels and can be usetully appled
in the identification of poor learners who may be nonanalytic and
disorganized in their task-approach.
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READING ACHIEVEMENT, SELF CONCEPT, AND RELATED
AFFECTIVE VARIABLES IN INTERMEDIATE-AGE CHILCREN
Order No. DAB502013

PriooLe, Bevsy, Pu D. Univer 'y of Oregon, 1984. 476pp. Adviser:
Fay 8. Haisley

The purpose ut this study was to gain insight into Sglf Concept and
related affecti/e variables with respact to Reading Achievement tor
interms:Giate Age children, combining quantitative and quaiitative
r rch methodologcs.

“,P.m linvol 'ed a sgecc rdary analysis of data collacted ir_u 1989-1981
from €00 Oregon fourth graders by McGee, then ot the University of
Oregon. Several measures were used: The California Ach»e_vement
Test for Reading Achievement, Expectancy scores from this
standardize” est for Aptitude, Rosenberg's Self-Esteem Scale for
Global Self Concept. and an idiosyncratic measure proposed by
McGee for Acaderiic Self Concept. A systematic exploration of
availably affective variebles produced an Enthusiasm and Motivation
for Reading factor with a Chi Square significant beyond the .p01 level
for three Reading Aciieveme:-t groups. Other analyses prqwded
additional information neecle.J to build the Case Study section.

Pqrt Il invoived eighteen fourth and flfth grade students from a
neuarby school district as Case Study subjects. Measurgs mc_luded a
45.60 minute Student Interview, a short Student Questionnaire
(including Rosenberg's Self-Esteem Scals), current standardized
Reading Achievement scores. and a 20 minute posthoc adult
“Significant Other” Interview. Eighteen Individual Child Summaries
were evolved integrating all information. These were u3ed to build
Summary Charts using Reading Achievement and Global Seif
Concent Grouainas.

One major finding from the integration of Case Studv Data relates
to the degree of co' flict, related 1= Reading, for Low Readers (1st-
4rd stanines, N = 6, X = 58.3%). and Middle Readers (4th - 6th
stanines, N = 8, X = 39.8%)a compared with High Reacers (7th -
oth tanines, N = 4, X = 4.1%). The degree of conflict was measured
a3 a percentage discrepancy rate across response modes and ’
intcemation sources. Othor findings include support for Rosenberg's
Seil-Esteem Scale and the power of using the individual child as the
crivcal unit of analysis.

One implication for future research focuses on the need for turther
use of the Case Study approach and its application to teacher

effectiveness principles. Another implication focuses on the need for

confirmation and extension of thess findings with similar and different
populations.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOTOR LEARNING AND
READING COGNITION Order No. DA8B504298

RICkSON, KEnneTs BerTiL, En.D. Boston University, 1884, 158pp.
Major Protessor. John Chetfers

\dy examines the relationships of a program of
dev:‘;?p::;::ally based sport motor acgiyities of second grade boys
and girls, and the simultaneous acquisition 91 the attepdant .
vocabulary contained within these skilis. This alternative, activity
based cognitive learning program is intended to motivate ghe
apathetic reader to a more enjoyable and productive reading § o
experience. One that appeals to the athietic type _atudent. t "tum d
oft* student and the withdrawn student, by stressing success throug

Daia were coliected using the Stanford Reading Ac h'iwemont Test
and The Individual Motor Behavior Survey, with a sampling 01'76
second grade children,

Activ?ties in the gymnasium were baged on gponfunqamenub
correiated with whole word reading familiarizations. Serial
memorization uf the movement and the vocabulary served to teach
new words as well as reading ccmprehension.

Av:otal of sixty-five new words were Introduced.to the studentsina
Basketball unit, and an additional sixty-five words in a tennis unit. The

students were aiso evaluated on the retsntion of these 130 vocsbulary

end of each unit.
wo?:::;h: Its indicated significant support tor the methods utilized,
in acquiring both motor skill development and Vocabulary skil

ment.

dev;:;pd ata suggested a new role for the Physical Educator in
augmenting the Classroom teacher in the area of whole word
recognition, while at the same time not sacrificing traditional motor
learning development.
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A STUDY OF THE INTERRELATEDNESS GF READING
ACHIEVEMENT, THE PSYCHOMOTOR SKILL OF CURSIVE
HANDWRITING, AND VISUAL-MOTOR INTF3RATION ABILITY
OF FOURTH, FIFTH, AND SIXTii GPADE CHILLREN

Order No. DAB426210

RoGenrs, AN EoYnTON, En.D. University of Arkansas, 1983. 117pp.
Major Frofessor: DOr. Donald R. Rye

Some evidence of dirflculties in handwriting and related skilly had
been noted in observation of children with reading problems. The
study wii1 corducted to determine a possible interralatedness of
reading achiavement, handwriting ability, and visual-motor-
integration skill of childrei in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades. Three
tests, Metropolitan Achievement Test..Elementary Reading, Zaner-
1*aser Cursive Handwriting Scales, and Developmantal Test of Visual-
flotor Integration, were adininisterad to 222 children in one
elementary school,

Data were analyzed fc.. the total sample and for three subgroups of
the sample, fourth grade, ifth grade, ard sixth grade. Data analyses
of the total population indicated there were significant correlations,
according to standardized-lest results, between reading achievement
and han-'writing ability scoras, and between reading achievement and
visual-motor-integration scures. When suhgroup results were
analyzed, no significant correlation between reading achievement
and handwriting-ability scores was indicated in fourth grade, but
significant correlations were found within subgroups fifth and sixth
grades, respectively. Significant correlations were indicated batween
reading achievement and visual-motor-integration scores of the total
population and within each of ‘the subgroups.

Whan the population was divided into subgroups of boys and girls,
the girls' mean handwriting scores was significantly higher than the
boys'. On the visual-motor integraiion test, the boys' mean score was

" significantly higher than the girls'.

Conclusior:s from the study are that although it is recognized
reading achievement, handwriting, and visual-motor-integration
abilities are atfected by several factors. in the middle grades the skills,
a8 tested by standardized tests, are related.

PROMISES AND POWER: MYTHS OF "HE ACQUISITION OF
LITERACY

Rose, SHirLEY K., Pu.D. University of Southern C.
Chairman: Professor Max F. Schulz

Narrative and autobiography theories developed in literary studies,
anthropology, psychoanalysis, and historiography suggest that an
analysiy of autobiographical narratives of learning to read and write
can help in determining cultural factors in the acquisition of literacy,

By their self-refiexive nature, utobiographical narratives of the
acquisition of literacy transform elements of the contexts of learnir
to read and write into elements of texts. These texts can be subjectod
to arhetorical and literary analysis in order to discover the common
themes and structures that constitute a macroplot for acquisition of
literacy narratives. Such an analysis provides information about and
insights into some ot the cuitural factors in the acquisition of literacy.
This allows construction of a more nearty complete paradigm for the
act of learning to read and write than has heretofore been availabie
from literacy theory and research in the disciplines of literary studies,
anthropology, sociolinguistics, and cognitive science. This work
oxplores some sakient ek ments of the contexts in which the sbi:ty 1o
read and write is acouired.

The patierns and processes of the acquisition of Iiteracy as
represented in five published autobiographies indicate that a
perve v myth of iiteracy as a path to autonomy motivates, supplies
structure for, and is realized in the autobiogranhies of John Stuant
Mill, Malcolm X, Richard Rodriguez, Maxine Hung Kingston, and
Henry Adams. In representing the myth that learning to read and wrike
led to their eventual autonomy, these authors create ar.d assert that
autonomy.

A similar examination of 8t -Jent wri.2* - autobiographical
narratives of the acquisition o1 literacy indiz ates a correlation
between students’ success as measured by a particular academic
situation and their representation of the myths that literacy leads to
autonomy and that schooling leads to literacy.

i power is the promise of Iiteracy schooliny, educators must
design Iteracy instructional situations which empower learners rather
than reinforce thewr poweriessness.

(Copies availabie excluaively from Micrographics Department,
Doheny Library, USC, Lap Angeles, CA 90038.)
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENT LEARNING STYLE
AND READING ACHIEVEMENT OrderNo. DAB429689S

STapun, PHYLLIS MaRY, ED D. Drake University, 1984, 197pp.
Adviser: Joseph A. Fisher

The probiem. This study was designed to determine whether a
reiationship existed between students’ learning style and reading
achievement,

Procadure. Students' perceptions of learning conditions i, iat were
most and least conducive to their best achievement as identified by
the Laarning Style inventory (LSI) were examined for a random
sampie of 120 students in Grades 3 through 6. Reading achievement
res.hts from the lowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) were tabulated
ncro:. grade levels and between male and female students for the
sample.

The relationship between learning style and reading achievement
was analyzed. Learning style factors and reading achievement were
independently examined by grade ievels and sex.

Findings. While some reiationships were fo, .d to exist between
learning style and reading achievement, it could not be demonstrated
that either positive or negative LS| responses had consistent
relationships with ITBS reading skills.

Results did not indicate that either sex or grade level of students
had any consistent relationship with four ITBS reading skills.
However. significantly higher scores were seen in Work Study | with
males. and in Work Study Il with females and with students in grades
3-6 Significant interaction occurrad at the .01 level betwee ) sex and
grade levels in Reading for Generalizations.

Conciusions. It couid not be demonstrated that all 23 learning style
factors had consistent relationships with the six reading achievement
skil's. Factors that did ruiate significantly include Adult Motivation,
Persistent, Responsibility, Structure. Leurning in Several Ways. and
Auditory. When the reading task involved several thQught processes,

¢.0. Work Study | an- 11, learning style factors had more influencs.

READING ACHIEVEMENT RELATIVE TO SCHOOL
EFFECTIVENESS RESEARCH OrderNo. DA8503487

STiMPFLE, MARGARET JeaN, ED.D. University of Virginia, 1984, 142pp.
Major Adviser: Robert Lynn Canady

The purpose of this invastigation was to study a plan for improving
reading test scores whicn had been implemented and reportedly had
resulted in significant resufts on a district-wide basis. The focus of the
study was to determine whether or not the use of the plan had
produced results in an undifferentiated manner with selected students
and to determine whether or not the reported results could be
sxplained in atheory/research base context.

A mixed form design was used 1o seek answers o the questions
posed in the study. Qualitative methods were usad 1o describe and to
categorize the procedures in the reading plan. Quantitative methods
were used 10 determine the effects of the reading plan in terms of
student achievement as measured by achievement test scores.
Multiple regression analysis and multiple discriminate analysis were
the statistical methods used to analyze data.

it was detei mined that aighteen of the: twenty-three procedures in
the reading plan were considered to be associated with one of the
four school effectiveness characteristics of academic emphasis, high
expectations, instructional leadership, or monitoring pupil progress.
To a limited extent, the procedures studied operationally define the
aslected school efiectiveness characteristics. .

According to the data analysis of the student background
variables and achievement gains, the null hypothesis was rejected at
the .05 ievel of significance. The variables of retention, mother's
education, and race accounted for fourteen percent of the variance in
achievement gaina. Variables other than demographic ones should be
studied to determine if variables within the school's control account
for the variance in gains.

According to the data analysis of the implementation of the
reading plan, all sct.ools followed the total reading pian to a moderate
degree. Those procedures associated with monitoring pupil progress
and instructional leadership were foliowed to a high degree. Those
procedures associated with academic emphasis and high
expectations were {ollowed 10 & moderate degres.

School personnel in the district studied were able to improve
reading achievi-ment test scores for all students in the Cistrict through

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

CONSTRUCT SYSTEMS OF SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS
AND THEIR 1ELATIONSHIPS TO READING A, HIEVEMENT:
At APPLICATION OF KELLY'S REPERTORY GRID
TECHNIQUE OrderNo. DAB423999

WALKER, RENA MAE, PH.D. The University of Oklahoma, 1984, 187pp.
Major Protessor: Caryl L. Adams

The study investigated the construct systems of sevanth-grade
students at varying reading achievement levels and analyzed both
qualitatively and quantitatively the metacognitive awareness that
these students’ constructs refiected as they compared and contr sted
different reading maierials. Thirty-five subjects (5 at each decile from
the 30th through 80th on the California Achisvement Test) were asked
to consider nine types of materials in triadic sorts (Keily, 1955). Verbal
labeis or constructs were analyzed as to: (a) frequency, (b) depth
(surtace level and deep level), (c) content categories, and
(d) patterns. A correla.ion was found 1o exist between: (a) construct
frequency and achievement and (b) deep ievei constructs and
achiever «nt. Significant differences were found to exist on the
number of iotai and the deep level cons ucts among the iow, middie,
and high ability groups. Although high achievers were found to use
more deep level constructs which were elaborated and refined, they
did not reduce their number of surface or low level constructs. The
len core content categories that emerged from the verbal labels or
constructs were found to be highly similar for all achievement levels.
Cluster ciagrams, produced by the Focus computer program (Shaw,
1880), were analyzed to determine common sorting patterns for each

achievement level. Cluster patterns that represented organization of
materials according to similarity of reading purposes were found in a
moderate degree at the middie achievement levels; however,

com; “wity in cluster organization, construction, and Integration was
evide g only in highar achievement levels. Metacognitive
awaraness within the construct systems of low achieving readers was
characterized by a restricted ability to: (a) differentiate among the
reading materials according to their purpose, features, or structure;
and (b) generate or relate inferential constructs about reading
materials. Conceptual deficiencies appear to limit the way low
achieving readers approach reading tasks. Readers' constructs
appear {o determine strategies used to make sense of context and
those intentions guide the reading process with prediction and
control. Low achievers' interpretations of the sorting task reflected
limitations within their cognitive systems to approach reading
materials with an organized set of constructs necessary 1o make
sense of reading context.

THE RELATICAN ,HIP OF FIELD DEPENDENCE.INDEPENDENCE
AND PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF PASSAGE CONTENT TO
RECOGNITION OF MAIN ID:AS AND DETAILS IN
ILLUSTYRATED AND NONILLUSTRATED EXPOSITORY TEXT

OrderNo.DAB413282
WILSON, BONNIE JaNE vON Horr. PH.D. The University of Wisconsin -
Madison. 1884. 188pp. Supervisor. Associate Protessar Ann D.
Becker

The purposs of the study was to examine the relationship of fieid
dependence-inderendence and prior know.edge of passage content
lo recopnition of mamn weas and details in illustrated and
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nomilustrated expository lext written for sixth-grade chi'dren. Based
on results oi the Group Embedded Figures Test and & prior
knowiledge test on computédr Darts and the computer language BASIC,
eaighty subjects ware grouped on field dependence-independence
and high or low prior knowledge. Subjects v are then randomly
asaigned to two groups §nd read either an illustrated or nonillustrated
1300-word passage on the parts of a computér and on the computer
language BASIC. lllustrations were included to test the contextual and
compensdatory functions of pictures in prose. immaediately after the
reading of the passage, the investigator administered a 30-item
muitipie-choice comprehension test on passage content.

Statistics from & three-way ANOVA indicated that fieid-
independent subjects recognized significantly mare main ideas and
detaiis than did field-dependent subjects, subjects who possessed
high prior kr.owledge recognized significantly more main ideas and
details than did low prior knowledge subjects, and subjects who read
ilustrated text recognired significantly more main ideas and detaile
than did th ;se who raad nonillustrated text.

The investigator Concluded that in the presant study, skill in
perceptual disembedding transierred to disembedding textual
itormation, high orior knowledge of a passage facilitated passage
comprehension, and the visuals provided a bridge between the text
and the subyecte’ pictonsl schemata.

EFFECTS OF A PARENT ADMINISTERED SUMMER
PROGRAM ON READING AND MATHEMATICS SKILLS,

OrderNo.DA8502984
WiTxowsK), RiICHanD JOuN, PH.D. The University of Michigan, 1984,
189pp. Chairman: Donald Steer

The purpose of this study was to determine whether a ten week
parent administered summer program, which provided weekly review
exercises 1o be completed at home in reading or mathematics, helped
students in grades one through six maintain skills learned during the
past school year.

A total of 120 elementary students, who participated in a 1983
pa: ant administered summer program, were included in the study. A
comparison group of 129 matched non-participating students was
identified. Parents assisted their child during the summer vacation
poriod with the program materials. Parents also completed a
questionnaira designed to assess the parent participation in the
school environment and reaxons for enralling or not enrolling their
child in the program.

When reading and mathematics scores on & pre-test were
compared with scores on two post-tests administered three months
and seven months after conclusion of the program, no difterences

were found between experimental and comparison groups n reading
or mathematics overall, or when groupad according to gender,
achisvement level, parents’ involvement in the school environment,

s hisvement level, number of lessons completed, or grade level.
Caution was advised, however, in generalizing theu‘ruults to any
summaer program of this nature. Characteristics of this program, such
as the materials for which no validation cata were available, may have
contributed to a lack of significant findings.

Recommaendations were directed toward both program
improvemaents and further resesrch. They included: an lncrgm inthe
amount of remediation and enrichment materials used; assignment of
students to the mathematica lessons by ability level; turther study of
the effects of home instruction in mathematics, and further study of
the sffects of other variables of parent involvement on studenmt
achievement.
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